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· Discussion/Activity Ideas:

1. What are other occupations in the world today or in history?

2. What do you think life is like for children who live under occupation by another country or government?

3. What do you think of what the children on page 1 have to say?  When Do’a says that “people outside don’t care about us, the Palestinian,” do you think she is right?

4. Ala’ says that Americans are supporting the Israeli occupation.  The U.S. government offers about $3 billion in direct aid yearly to Israel, more than the U.S. gives to any other country.  Ask students to pay attention to the news and collect articles about Palestinians and the U.S. role there.  Is Taha right that “there is no good image of Palestinians for the people outside?”

5. Have kids take pictures of their friends to show their friends as other people don't normally see them.  If cameras aren’t an option, have them draw pictures.
6. Have students write letters to the kids from Picture Balata.  They can be sent to: picturebalata@gmail.com

· Documentary film: Promises (promisesproject.org)
Promises explores the nature of physical, historical and emotional boundaries between Palestinian and Israeli children and tells the story of a few children who dared to cross the lines to meet their neighbors.   Promises, a film by Justine Shapiro, B.Z. Goldberg and co-director and editor Carlos Bolado, was shot between 1995-2000.  Running time, 106 minutes.  Arabic, Hebrew and English dialogue with English subtitles.

· Resource (curriculum): Grassroots International has a curriculum that can be downloaded at:

http://www.grassrootsonline.org/what-you-can-do/education-for-action/palestine-now
The Other Sides of the Story: An Education for Action Curriculum for a Just Peace in Israel/Palestine:  an interactive curriculum designed to spur productive dialogue and motivate participants to work for a just peace in the Middle East. Using visuals, testimonies, and experiential exercises, participants learn about U.S. policy towards Israel/Palestine as well as the human impact of Israeli occupation.  
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· Activity: Have students look at percentage of people infected with the HIV virus in different parts of the world. Discuss what types of graphs would be a good tool to communicate the seriousness of this issue to the world. Have students make the different types of graphs (bar graph by continent, circle graph by continent) and discuss the differences.

· Activity: Have kids research the Mali Empire and other African empires that are rarely mentioned in history books.

· Resource (book): The Children of Africa Confront AIDS, Arvind Singhal W., & Stephen Howard (Eds.) (2003). Ohio University Press.
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· Discussion: Would kids mind using something made by prisoners or made in sweatshops? If they found out that their favorite things (a Playstation, a baseball bat, etc.) were made in sweatshops, would this change how they thought about these things?

· Math problem: The new immigration law has as one of the requirements the payment of a $5,000 fine. Many, if not most undocumented immigrants work for minimum wage ($5.15/hour federal minimum) or even less than that. How many hours and/or days would a person need to work at minimum wage to be able to pay the fine?

· Activity: Use the website costofwar.com to look at United States current war expenses. Have your students pick a topic they care about: For instance, providing free breakfast for underprivileged children in the United States, using money to help refugees in Darfur, or looking at providing clean water in certain countries in Africa. The question addressed by students would be: The War in Iraq costs $______________, Instead we could have paid for ________________. Have students make presentations to each other on their topic.
· Activity: Have kids look into whether their favorite team uses sweatshops to make its gear. Have them choose an article of clothing and try to figure out where it was made. (have everyone compare T-shirt tags -- Made in Guatemala, Made in China, etc).

· Resource (website): Bread and Roses Curriculum on Labor and Sweatshops

http://www.sweatfree.org/BR_curriculum.shtml 
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· Discussion: Ask kids if they've ever written their names in concrete, on trees, wherever. What have they put besides their names? Have they ever graffitied? Do they think the impulse to create graffiti is one that has been in kids since the Stone Age? Why do kids like to draw on walls?

· Discussion: The scientists named the faraway star 2006gy. That's pretty uninventive. What would kids name a star and why?
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· Discussion/Activity Idea: Have students write to IndyKids about the biggest challenges facing kids in their community.  Please include grade and city/state and the letter will likely be in the next IndyKids!
· Discussion: What was the last character kids can remember smoking onscreen? Do they think it looks cool? Do they agree with the MPAA? What else do they think should be against the rules for kids to see, or should kids be allowed to see more?
	Opportunity for Kids in New York City: Children's PressLine
Contact: Katina Paron, kparon@cplmedia.org; 212-501-1118

Want to be a youth journalist? Children's PressLine is accepting applications for our free summer journalism program for youth, ages 8 to 18 years old. The summer program runs from July 5 through Aug. 23. All interested youth must attend our New Members Training that will be held Saturday, June 16 from 12-4 p.m. at Martin Luther King Jr. High School at 122 Amsterdam Ave. at 66th Street . 1 train to 66th Street . Register for the training at www.cplmedia.org/training 




	NOTE: If you’d like to learn more about the Asthma Initiative Program (AIP) – a free service for kids with asthma, go to www.musicandmedicine.org, call 212-420-3592, or email erondina@chpnet.org. AIP is happy to visit schools! IndyKids featured an article on AIP in its spring 2007 issue. 
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