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Page 1: Jena Six cover story
For more information on the Jena 6 case (including a family statement and links to interviews with the youth and their families), visit www.leftturn.org

Mychal Bell, who has been behind bars since December 2006, has asked to receive letters from supporters. Students may write to:
Mychal Bell, Inmate, A-Dorm, LaSalle Correctional Center, 15976 Highway 165, Olla, LA 71465-4801

Support Organizations:
http://friendsofjustice.wordpress.com
http://www.colorofchange.org 
http://www.millionsmoremovement.com
http://www.laaclu.org
http://www.jenasix.org
Visit the website of the New York Collective of Radical Educators (www.nycore.org) for the FREE THE JENA 6 RESOURCE GUIDE to be released on September 20.  Here is a sample activity from the guide:
INTRODUCTION AND CONTEXTUALIZATION:  
In order for students to see the Jena incident within a broader social context, teachers can have students explore various incidents in U.S. history in which Black men's rights have been violated due to individual and institutional racism. Before introducing the Jena situation to students, teachers can print out summaries, found through the links below, of the Scottsboro Trial, the Emmitt Till murder, and the Rodney King incident. Teachers should cross out any references to dates or timelines in the articles. Have students work in groups to figure out when they believe the incident happened, and what clues they are finding to make that decision. Facilitate group discussion about when these events occurred, the social contexts that led to these events and the actual historical dates. This inquiry can help students to understand Jena as not an isolated incident, but rather representative of a history of American racism that is still very much alive today.
-Scottsboro: http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/trr114.html
-Emmitt Till:http://www.africanaonline.com/emmett_till_the_boy.htm
-Rodney King:http://www.bookrags.com/Rodney_King
-Jena 6:http://www.democracynow.org/article.pl?sid=07/07/10/1413220 and IndyKids
Another activity: Ask students to brainstorm what is the purpose of a jury.  What should a Louisiana jury look like?
Students can use these facts to come up with their answers. 
As of 2006: Population of Louisiana: 4,287,768; Female: 51.4%; White non-hispanic 61.6%; African American - 33.1 %; Asian: 1.4%;  Persons reporting two or more races 0.8%;  Hispanic or Latino: 2.8%
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Meet Arnali From Kyrgyzstan

1. Based on the information in the quick facts, have students find Kyrgyzstan on a map.

2. Have students design a Venn diagram comparing themselves to Arnali.

3. Arnali’s mother works in Russia.  Imagining she works in Moscow, about how long do you think it would take her to get there?  Why do you think she has to go all the way to Russia to work?  How do you think her situation compares to immigrants and migrants in the U.S.?
Government Decides Which Kids Get Healthcare

1. Use the numbers for math problems.  For example, “In 2006, the number of uninsured people went up by 2.2 million, with 600,000 of them children.”  What percentage of the new uninsured are children?  If this number continues at the same rate, how many children will be uninsured by 2010?

The Pressure’s On Coca-Cola
1. Ask the students if they know what products are owned by Coca-Cola other than Coke.  Have students research to find out all of the products Coca-Cola owns and report back to the class.

2. Why do you think Coca-Cola wouldn’t want its workers to have a union?

3. What does Ray Rogers mean when he says “It’s going to cost Coke a lot more than they have to gain if they don’t clean up the situation”?  Do you think he’s right?  What are the factors that could make him right or wrong?
Kids Write to Burger King

For more information and to see the letters from the students and pictures of the migrant workers in South Florida, visit the Coalition of Immokalee Workers website: www.ciw-online.org

Pages 4-5: U.S. military intervention

1. Have students read the box on the right under the category: “Intervention.”  Talk about what this means and the different forms of intervention.  Have student read the boxes on the map and identify which kind of intervention each one represents.

2. Textbook evaluation: Have students look up in their textbooks the countries and events in the boxes on the map.  How many can they find?  Why do you think the textbook gives little attention to these events?  What language does the textbook use to talk about U.S. military intervention around the world and how is it portrayed?  (James Loewen’s The Lies My Teacher Told Me is a good resource for teachers on this topic.) 
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Controversial Kids TV Program
1. The kids who participated in the Kid Nation TV program were reportedly given $5,000 stipend which was not called a wage.  Christopher Knight, who played Peter 30 years ago on “The Brady Bunch,” said on an MSNBC talk show, “All the TV [production] sets were union in those days. As a child actor I was completely protected by union regulations.  These children on ‘Kid Nation’ had none of those protections.”  Would you participate in a TV program like Kid Nation?  Why or why not?  Would you want to have a union?  If you didn’t have one, how ccould you start one?
Khalil Gibran School Shake-Up

1. New York City has approximately 65 dual-language schools like the Khalil Gibran School.  At these schools students study for part of the day in English and part of the day in another language (usually Spanish or Chinese in NYC).  Imagine what it would be like to study half the day in one language and half in another.  Would you want to try it?  What do you think are the benefits and disadvantages?  Why do you think parents might want their children to learn Arabic in particular, or other languages?
2. The Khalil Gibran International Academy public school opened in September under police guard.  Why do you think there is so much controversy over this new school?  For background, students may look at the cover story for IndyKids issue #10 “Pictures from a Refugee Camp” about what life is like for some Palestinian children.
Brewing Up Help for Coffee Growers

1.  Math: Have students research how much a pound of coffee costs at the grocery store or at a coffee shop.  If the coffee farmers earn only 4 cents a pound, how much goes to the coffee company?  Find out how many cups one pound of coffee can make.  Now find out how much a local coffee shop charges for a cup of coffee.  How much money does the coffee shop make from its customers?  How much could a person save by brewing a pound of coffee at home?
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