IndyKids Teacher’s Guide: Activity & Discussion Ideas: Issue #16, September/October 2008
Page 1, 4-5: Election 2008
1. Hold a Presidential Election: Using the information in the IndyKids election chart, ask students to vote on which candidate they would like to see win the 2008 Presidential Election. Students may also do further research by going to the websites of the candidates.  You can tally the votes using the IndyKids ballot on page 4. 

2. Have a Debate: Assign students to research issues like health care, the Iraq War, immigration and other issues and debate other students on how they would solve the problems. 

3. Research the Role of Money in Politics: For older students, have students complete a research project on the role that money plays in political decision-making. Ask kids to visit www.opensecrets.org and look up their local congressional representatives. Students will be able to find out who gives them money, and what they voted for while in office.  See if students can find any correlation between bills they’ve sponsored or voted for, and the industries giving them money.   
4. Third Party Role Playing: Give every student in your class a certain amount of play money. Each student will get a different amount – from $100 to $1. Then, assign a certain amount of speaking time for a certain amount of money. For example, every $10 will give students 1 minute of class speaking time, in order to make a case for why they should be president. Students without enough money to speak, won’t be able to make their case for becoming president. Then, have a vote to see who wins, using all the kids’ names in the class. Ask students if they felt like the system allowed everyone to make an equal case for their presidency. 
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The Georgia Conflict
1. Research Project: For older students, ask them to research where the United States gives money around the world. Assign students a country, and ask them to look up the funding totals at this online this database: http://projects.publicintegrity.org/militaryaid/
2. Science: What Is Oil Used for?: Many students might understand that oil is used in gasoline, but don’t realize that it’s a vital component of our everyday lives. Have kids identify what objects in their everyday lives are made out of petroleum products. Read a teacher’s account of a similar exercise as part of a unit on global warming in “Teaching About Global Warming in Truck Country” from Rethinking Schools at: http://www.rethinkingschools.org/archive/20_01/truc201.shtml
Slaughterhouse Kids
1. Math: List the amount of time kids spend doing everyday chores and then list the amount of time kids spent working in the Iowa slaughterhouse. Ask kids to multiply the number of chores they would have to do to equal the number of hours kids worked in the meatpacking plant.
2. Art Project: Ask kids to design protest signs and come up with slogans opposing the use of child labor in the slaughterhouse. 

3. History: Why do we have child labor laws? Have kids research historical campaigns to end child labor in the United States. Older kids can read excerpts from Upton Sinclair’s “The Jungle” or research the life of activist Mother Jones. Ask kids to write essays about how these historical campaigns caused politicians to enact the labor laws we have today. 
Fast Food Ban
1. Health Project: Ask students what they’re favorite fast foods are. Then, ask them to go to the website of well-known fast food restaurants and look up the calorie counts for each item. What else is in the products that they might not know about? Have them make a list of additives and chemicals – compare that list to regular ingredients like flour, sugar, meat, etc. Or, based on the recommended calorie counts for kids, ask students to prepare prospective meals for the class. Give some students a list of calorie counts for freshly prepared meals made up of fruits and vegetables. Give other students only fast food. Ask the students to prepare a meal based only how many calories they are allowed to consume – and present the results to the class. 

2. Educational Resources: “Chew on This,” by the author of “Fast Food Nation,” is a book geared toward middle-school kids that helps readers to better understand the fast food industry. Or, watch an excerpt from the documentary “Supersize Me.”
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Media Analysis
1. Art: Instead of having kids read the article on media bias first – ask them to look only at the drawing. What do they think they article is about? Have a discussion for what they think the illustration is telling them. Then, have them read the article. Have a discussion about how the illustration might have changed their understanding of the article. Did it add something to the work? Ask kids to illustrate one of the other articles in IndyKids – using what they’ve learned from the discussion.
Olympics

1. Discussion: Take a poll in your class. Ask students who watched the Olympics what they remember about the events. Make a list on the board of all the things they remember – from the events, to the names of the athletes, to who won. Also, ask them if they remember things like the commercials and which companies were advertising. Compare the list – see if kids remembered seeing a lot of products or corporate logos.

New Orleans Student Organizing

1. Canvassing Exercise: Have students participate in their own canvassing effort by asking them to interview five people outside of class. Ask them to write down what issues the people interviewed care about in their community. Have kids present the results to the class.

3. Role Playing: Break students into groups and ask them to develop a proposal for a community organization kids could start. Give them a list of questions to answer based on the needs of their homes and communities. Have each group discuss their top concerns, and come up with a plan of action for how they want to solve these issues. Ask them to provide a list of organizing tactics they would use – such as canvassing – to accomplish this goal. Have kids present the final results to the class. 
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Crossword

Use the crossword puzzle as a short research assignment.  Have students figure out in what year each event took place and fill out the crossword.

Letters to the Editor: Have your students write their own letters to the editor to IndyKids.  Letters on any topic are welcome.  Please mail letters to indykids@indymedia.org or to PO Box 1417, New York, NY 10276
RESOURCES
The New York Collective of Radical Educators (NYCORE) has released a new lesson plan guide book. Planning to Change the World is a plan book for educators who believe their students can and will change the world. It is designed to help teaches translate their vision of a just education into concrete classroom activities. Visit www.justiceplanbook.com to get your copy today!

Communicate with other educators and download curriculum guides on the Education for Liberation Network: www.edliberation.org
IndyKids ● www.indykids.net ● indykids@indymedia.org ●212-592-0116

