IndyKids Teacher’s Guide: Activity & Discussion Ideas: Issue #18, January/February 2009
Page 1: A New President Takes Office
1. Research Project: Have students choose one of the cabinet positions not profiled and research the person appointed. Have the student fill out a blank biography template from Page 1 of IndyKids.
2. Class Activity: What would you do as a cabinet member? Assign kids a cabinet position and have them come up with a platform for what they would do as the Education Secretary, Health Secretary, etc. 
3. Writing Exercise: Have kids write letters to Barack Obama about what they want him to do in office.  

Page 2: Palestinians in Gaza

1. Geography: Have kids draw a Map of Israel and the Palestinian Territories. 

2. Math: Using the statistic on page 2, have kids convert kilometers into miles and figure out how many people live in 1 square mile of Gaza.

3. Resources: 

· IndyKids, issue #10, summer 2007 – Cover story about a Palestinian kids’ photo documentary project.  Includes photos from the refugee camp where the kids live and short accounts from the kids about life in the camp. Go to www.indykids.net to find a pdf of the issue. 
· Documentary film: Promises (promisesproject.org) - Promises explores the nature of physical, historical and emotional boundaries between Palestinian and Israeli children and tells the story of a few children who dared to cross the lines to meet their neighbors.   

Page 2: Kid Profile: Navajo Nation
1. Writing Exercise: Interview a friend using the same questions asked of the child profile. Write a compare and contrast essay or creative story about the differences and similarities to lives of your friend and the person interviewed.

2. Research: Identify a different Indian Nation located in the United States. Have kids fill in the “Nation at a Glance” statistics. 
3. Activity: Research Native American communities in your neighborhood. Invite a speaker who has native American roots to speak in the class. 
Page 3: Shoe Throwing/Wilderness Auction

1. Class Discussion: Have kids analyze page 3 for all the different examples of citizens protesting or acting out against an injustice. Ask kids to identify what are the pros and cons of the actions in these articles. Make a list of the positives and negatives of these protests. 

2. Class Activity: What would you do? Based on the earlier discussion, ask kids to come up with more ways to protest injustice. 

Pages 4 and 5: Year in Review
1. Exercise: Have kids make a timeline of their life in the past year. Ask kids to list at least four events that were significant and write short summaries on the timeline. 

2. Research: Have kids pick one of the topics from the timeline. Ask them to research it further and add two more paragraphs about what’s happened since. 
Pages 6: One Tomato at a Time
1. Activity: Ask students to conceptualize what “32 pounds” and “two tons” really mean.  Bring in a bucket full of rice or sand to simulate the weight in tomatoes that workers must pick. 

2. Research/Discussion: Have kids research the Coalition of Immokalee Worker's information on its anti-slavery campaign (http://www.ciw-online.org/slavery.html); what are student's reactions to hearing that slavery still exists in the U.S.?
3. Writing Assignment: Have students read “A Day in the Life of an Immokalee Worker.” Ask them to interview a family member and write a similar day in the life. Ask them to identify the differences between the family members’ day and that of the Immokalee workers. 

4. Teaching Unit: Compare the structure of the agricultural/fast-food industry with that of corporations such as Nike-- similar layers of subcontracting and denial of responsibility by the final corporate purchaser of the product for the workers further down in its supply chain.  Relate this to the student anti-sweatshop movement.

Resources: 

· Video: 15-minute, Emmy-nominated segment about the CIW's history and Taco Bell boycott victory from the PBS program “NOW.”  Contact for a free copy: organize@sfalliance.org; 239-657-8311.  

· Web: The CIW, Student/Farmworker Alliance sites are loaded with further information and ideas: www.ciw-online.org and www.sfalliance.org.

· Reading: Chew On This by Eric Schlosser, author of Fast Food Nation.  A book for young adults about the history of the fast food industry and its advertising targeting kids.

Pages 6: A Young People’s History

1. Class Exercise: People’s History focuses on retelling history from the perspectives of many different people. Try to get kids to understand how perspective influences their history. Take a well known historical event (like the Inauguration) have kids write histories of the same event – and then compare out loud in class. 

2. Discussion: Have kids think about small things that they might have done – how could affect history? Come up with a list of small things that they could do to change history. 

3. Reading Exercise: Have kids read a chapter in a young people’s history about a topic from U.S. history. Then have students read about the same topic in the text book used in class. Compare the two and list the differences. Ask kids to think about the different perspectives presented. 

Pages 7: Kids Make Movies

1. Writing Exercise: The bottom photo on page 7 shows kids filming a movie. Ask kids to speculate what their movie is about and write a caption for this photo. 
2. Activity: Ask kids to watch movies that the kids make and review them. Visit www.indigenousaction.org/backpack to find films. 

Pages 8: Who Am I?

1. Activity: Have kids put together their own “Who Am I” and have classmates guess who it is.
2. Art: Have kids draw their own comic strip feature Wilton the Worm. Send it to IndyKids! 

3. Resource: Curriculum: Bases Divided: Segregation and Discrimination in Baseball for grades 7 to 10. Subject: Social Studies, Physical Education (http://www.pbs.org/kenburns/baseball/teachers/lesson2.html0 

Letters to the Editor: Have your students write their own letters to the editor to IndyKids.  Letters on any topic are welcome.  Please mail letters to indykids@indymedia.org or to PO Box 1417, New York, NY 10276
RESOURCES

The New York Collective of Radical Educators (NYCORE) has released a new lesson plan guide book. Planning to Change the World is a plan book for educators who believe their students can and will change the world. It is designed to help teaches translate their vision of a just education into concrete classroom activities. Visit www.justiceplanbook.com to get your copy today! 
Communicate with other educators and download curriculum guides on the Education for Liberation Network: www.edliberation.org
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