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Page 1: Haiti Earthquake
Activities:

1. Interview someone you know who has experienced a natural disaster.
2. As a class, plan a fundraiser to help Haiti rebuild following the earthquake. Find examples of kids fundraising for Haiti and outline the steps they took.

Here are some ideas of events and where to give:

http://unplugyourkids.com/2010/01/15/help-your-kids-help-haiti/
3. Compare the earthquake in Haiti on January 12, 2010 with the earthquake in Chile on February 27th, 2010. Which was stronger? How did each earthquake affect the region?
Research how buildings are built to make them more earthquake-resistant.

Earthquake K-12 resources: 

Center for Earthquake Research and Information: http://www.ceri.memphis.edu/perc/
Multidisciplinary Center for Earthquake Engineering Research (MCEER): http://mceer.buffalo.edu/infoservice/Education/educationSources.asp
4. What is a state in the United States where there are a lot of earthquakes? How do those earthquakes affect those areas? Research fault lines to find out how prone your area is to an earthquake.
5. Discussion: What do you think are some of the reasons that Haitian parents might want to send their children to the United States for adoption?
6. Resources for Teaching about Haiti from Teaching for Change: http://www.teachingforchange.org/publications/haiti 
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A “Common Sense” Budget?
1. Math: Create your own budget pie chart for the U.S. government. What percentage of the budget would you spend on each of the following: Military/Defense (current and past), Human Resources (this includes Education, Health and Human Services, Food/Nutrition programs, and Housing and Urban Development), General Government (this includes Homeland Security, International Affairs, Judicial spending, NASA, and the Treasury), and Physical Resources (this includes Environmental Protection, Agriculture, Transportation, the National Science Foundation, and Commerce). (from http://www.warresisters.org/pages/piechart.htm)
2. Host a debate in your class and research whether it is better to borrow more money now for programs or spend less now.

Canadians Protest Olympic Games
1. Pretend your city wants to host the Olympics, write an essay for or against the effort.
2. Research how the U.S. government has used Native lands, both past and present. How does this compare to Canada’s use of Native lands?
3. Research past protests in other cities against hosting the Olympics.
4. Discussion: How would you feel if someone decided to use your backyard to build a public sports facility? (Ski jump, ice rink, soccer field) What about if they decided to charge money and require membership? Who do you think should get the profits?
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Spotlight on the War in Afghanistan

1. Using an Atlas and/or Google Maps, label the surrounding countries on the map.
2. Essay: How else could the United States use the money it's investing in the war in Afghanistan?
3. Discussion: There are no foreign military bases on U.S. territory, though the U.S. military has bases throughout the world. How would you feel if another country set up military bases in your town?

Briefs

Trail of Dreams
1. Take a look at the students’ website: www.trail2010.org. Read their stories and follow their walk. E-mail a letter of support to the group (info@trail2010.org).
2. Discussion/Writing: If you were an undocumented immigrant in the US how would your life be different? If you were documented, how would your life be different?
3. Discussion: What message are these students sending by walking across the country?

4. Discussion: What rights do you think undocumented workers in the United States should have? How do these compare to the rights of documented workers?
War Veteran Jailed for Writing a Protest Song

Activity: Write a song about something you think is unfair.
Hot Year

Math: Using online resources like Google as well as Almanacs, compare temperatures in your area over time. Draw a line graph to display your results.
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Lesson Plans: Title IX Lesson Plan for Secondary Students (from the Women’s Sports Foundation): 

“For TEACHERS and PROFESSORS, we have designed two workshops to help you teach Title IX to your students. The lessons and Powerpoints will give you everything you need to become an expert on Title IX and then share this knowledge with your class. Activity ideas and scenarios based on actual cases of parents and students challenging discriminatory school practices.”

http://www.womenssportsfoundation.org/Content/Articles/Issues/Title-IX/R/Resource-Center.aspx
Activity: 

Do Boys Like Sports More Than Girls?

People who don’t like Title IX say the law is unfair because boys like to play sports more than girls.  They say that the law has forced boys’ teams to shut down and that Title IX should change.

Here are the opinions of two women on each side of the debate. See if you can figure out which writer is for Title IX and which is opposed. What is your opinion?

“The feminists and left-wing politicians who sing the praises of Title IX don't want to face [the] facts. They envision a world in which men and women act the same and are equally represented in all walks of life. But that's not how actual men and women behave. These social engineers want government to force that outcome anyway."

The Independent Women's Forum's (IWF) Director of Policy, Carrie L. Lukas, in a June 24, 2005 article
"The reason men's teams must sometimes be cut is because for decades they have received more resources than they should have. Men had almost unlimited opportunities to participate in sports because women were denied them, and this denial freed up money the men's teams could use. This artificially inflated allocation of resources--due in large part to stereotypes about women and their lack of interest and ability in sports--does not create an entitlement to have such resources continue."
Joanna Grossman, JD, Associate Professor of Law Hofstra University, June 18, 2002 article

Sources: 
http://aclu.procon.org/viewanswers.asp?questionID=000703
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Howard Zinn
Resources: 

Voices of a People’s History, links to teaching materials: http://www.peopleshistory.us/teachers/links
IndyKids’ Review of “A Young People’s History of the United States,” by Howard Zinn

http://indykids.net/main/2009/01/book-review-%E2%80%98a-young-people%E2%80%99s-history-of-the-united-states%E2%80%99/
IndyKids’ interview with Howard Zinn:

http://indykids.net/main/2009/01/how-to-make-history-an-interview-with-howard-zinn/
Pg 8: Women Who Make a Difference

Research and see if you can figure out the names of these women. Here are the answers:
A. Angelina Jolie

B. Dolores Huerta

C. Venus and Serena Williams

D. Grace Lee Boggs

E. Sonia Sotomayor

Other Events:

2010 World AIDS Orphans Day Essay Contest

To commemorate World AIDS Orphans Day on May 7th, 2010, kids in grades 4-8 are invited to submit a letter sharing your views on the following topic to info@worldaidsorphans.org: 
Millions of kids around the world have lost their parents to AIDS. Write a letter to Albina du Boisrouvray, founder of World AIDS Orphans Day, explaining what you think should be done to help these kids live better lives.
The winning essay will be posted on the World AIDS Orphans Day website. The author will receive a certificate from Albina du Boisrouvray, international humanitarian and founder of World AIDS Orphans Day, and $200 to be donated in their name to a charity benefiting children!

Entries should be a maximum of 300 words and emailed or attached in Word form to info@worldaidsorphans.org by 5pm Eastern Time on Monday, April 26th, 2010. Learn more at www.worldaidsorphansday.com.

Have your students write their own letters to the editor to IndyKids.  Letters on any topic are welcome.  Please mail letters to indykids@indymedia.org or to PO Box 2281, New York, NY 10163
You may also write a letter to the editor at http://indykids.net/main/get-involved/send-a-letter-to-our-editor/
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