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PAGE 1: IMMOKALEE FARMWORKERS

Resources (from the Student/Farmworker Alliance):

Workshop: “The Everyday Face of Globalization and the Taco Bell Boycott:” http://www.globallocalpoped.org/downloadable/CIW/msn_ciw_workshop.pdf#search=%22ciw%20global%20economy%20workshop%22

Video: 15-minute, Emmy-nominated segment about the CIW's history and Taco Bell boycott victory from the PBS program “NOW.”  Contact us for a free copy: organize@sfalliance.org; 239-657-8311.  During this semester we'll also be developing a more comprehensive teacher's guide to the NOW video and the CIW's “Campaign for Fair Food.” Please contact us for more information.

Web: The CIW, Student/Farmworker Alliance sites are loaded with further information and ideas: www.ciw-online.org and www.sfalliance.org.

Ideas for Class:

1. Ask students to conceptualize what “32 pounds” and “two tons” really mean.  Bring in a bucket full of rice or sand to simulate.

2. See the Coalition of Immokalee Worker's information on its anti-slavery campaign (http://www.ciw-online.org/slavery.html); what are student's reactions to hearing that slavery still exists in the U.S.?

3. Compare the structure of the agricultural/fast-food industry with that of corporations such as Nike-- similar layers of subcontracting and denial of responsibility by the final corporate purchaser of the product for the workers further down in its supply chain.  Relate this to the student anti-sweatshop movement.

4. Discuss reasons for why people migrate from Mexico/Guatemala to work in Immokalee.  You can discuss NAFTA devastation of small farmers, Civil War in Guatemala.  How do these and the conditions workers face here in the U.S. challenge the “American Dream”?

5. Ask students about their first or most memorable experience at McDonald's, or how often they see advertisements for McDonald's.  Connect to McDonald's advertising budget targeted at youth and compare that vast amount to what the penny-per-pound demand actually costs Taco Bell (about $100,000 a year).  

PAGES 4-5,  SCHOOL FUNDING INEQUALITY

Resources:

Fair Share for Our Schools: A Multidisciplinary Curriculum

Visit the Teachers Network website for extensive lesson plans and materials appropriate for elementary and secondary grades in various disciplines.

http://www.teachersnetwork.org/tnli/nyc/cfe/index.htm

Borrow the Mural: The mural from Border Crossers, featured on pages 4-5, is available for schools and organizations to borrow to engage their students in a conversation on schools and equality.  The mural is 5x9 feet 

Contact: info@bordercrossers.org or 212-533-1488

Get your students involved in Border Crosser (NYC)s.  Border Crossers brings together young students from segregated neighborhoods in New York City to explore issues of discrimination, inequality, and social justice, and to develop student leadership toward lasting social change.  Contact: info@bordercrossers.org or 212-533-1488

Have your school make a mural (NYC): The Community Mural Action Program runs year round. Schools and community based organizations work with Groundswell to develop murals that reflect their mission.

Contact: Groundswell Community Mural Project

Amy Sananman, Executive Director

339 Douglass Street 

Brooklyn, NY 11217

Tel: (718) 254 - 9782 

Fax: (718) 254 - 9783 

Email: director@groundswellmural.org
Ideas for class:

1. Students may write letters to elected officials.  Log on to http://www.ourkidscantwait.org and send letters to elected officials through the site. There are also opportunities to get involved directly with the Campaign for Fiscal Equity.  You can email sfeldman@cfequity.org to find out more.

2. For discussion:

In several states funding for students from low-income families is greater than funding for students who aren’t poor. One example is Massachusetts where $1,164 more is spent on a poor student’s education. This money pays for tutoring, technology and smaller classes and has helped Massachusetts’ poorer kids catch up with everyone else. The Federal government says that poor students need 40% more school resources than students who are not poor to provide poor students with an equal education. Can you think of some reasons why?

JUST FOR TEACHERS

Sunday Teacher Motivators (NYC)

Teachers Unite is dedicated to developing and supporting an educational justice movement of New York City’s public school teachers. STMs (Sunday Teacher Motivators) are weekly sessions for teachers to drop-in, plan lessons, grade student work, and network with other progressive educators on the most dreaded day of the week!  STMs start at 12:00 p.m. and close at 4:00 p.m. at The Institute for Labor and the Community--535 East 12th Street between Avenues A and B.

