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Uprising in Mexico
Discussion questions:

1. What are the major reasons why people are protesting?

2. Have you ever spoken out against an issue in your community?  If so, what?  If not, what might you want to speak out about in the future?

3. What are different methods for getting groups of people to hear what you have to say?

Activities:

1. (Grades 6-8) Have students work together to create a list of reasons that would possibly make them “uprise” at school. For discussion, ask: “Why are these reasons so important to you?” “How do you think the teachers feel?” “Do you think the teachers should get what they want?” “Are the needs of the teachers in Mexico similar to the needs of those in the U.S?”

2. (Grades 4-5) Have students create a flier, using art supplies, to highlight/educate what the teachers are fighting for. 
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Rally for Immigrants’ Rights:

Discussion questions:

1. What are the issues that frame the debate about immigration in the U.S.?

2. If you were participating in this rally, what might your banner say?

U.S. Population Hits 300,000,000

1. What are people’s motivations for immigrating to another country?

2. How and why have these trends of immigration changed over the past 100 years, e.g., Eastern Europe, Latin America, the Middle East?  

Students Oust College Chief (Gallaudet University)

1. What is considered a disability?  Who decides on that definition?

2. What struggles exist within a community such as the deaf community?  Opportunities?

3. What does it mean to be “deaf enough”?  Are there other examples of this idea of being “enough” of a member of a group?  Who decides on one’s group identity?  

4. What might the census have to do with the identification process of categories such as race?
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Activities:

1. Have the students make a contract for their own “classroom society” and create a list of rights that they would like included in their contract. Students can do the activity in small groups and report back to the class and explain their reasoning.

2. Have a discussion the rights of students. For example, they have the right to use the restroom, eat lunch, ask the teacher for help and so forth. Ask the students how they would feel if the teacher denied them those rights. Students can reflect in a journal what they believe it would feel like to not be allowed to use the restroom, etc. After reflecting in their journals ask the students to share some of the feelings that they wrote down. 

3. Ask the students to discuss what they believe are the rights of all human beings. Compile a list of rights with a corresponding explanation for each right. 

4. Have students work in partners to complete the Venn diagram comparing the United Nations 1948 articles on human rights with the Guantanamo Bay situation.

5. Break the students into groups and have each group research a different prison assigned by the teacher.  Have students research the history of the prison, where it is located, the people detained there, and what is known about the condition of the prisoners.  Have each group create a poster explaining all about their prison and present it to the rest of the group. 

6. Have students write a letter to a national politician asking them what their stand is on Guantanamo Bay Prison. Have students express their feelings on Guantanamo Bay and ask the politicians to respond on how they plan to help the people living there.  Mail the letters and hopefully students will receive responses.
7. Create envelopes that contain information on real or imaginary prisoners.  Give them to students working in groups.  Have students discuss and imagine the story behind the prison and what his or her conditions might be like.

8. Have students imagine they are in a foreign prison and write a letter to the U.S. Government.  They will be filing a habeas case.  Students must present 2-3 solid arguments for their case.  

9. Give students 2 or 3 articles on the same topic (such as Guantanamo Bay Prison) from varying news sources. Ask the students to highlight the points which they believe are most important, most interesting or most confusing.  Compare the perspectives of the sources.

10. Give each student an index card that will be taped to their forehead. The student will not be able to look at the index card that is on their forehead. Cards would read: Ignore Me; Laugh at everything I say; Tell me I have to do certain things; Agree with everything I say and do; Don’t look at me.  Each group of students will be given a task to construct the tallest structure with certain supplies (syroform cups, straws, metal hangers, paper clips, tape). Each group will have a specific amount of these supplies, some more than others. While doing the task of constructing a structure, the students must abide by the index cards on the other students’ foreheads. Students will be told that they cannot tell other students what is written on their cards and that they must try to complete the task. The students will have a background on human rights while working on this activity. The students will realize that other students treated them differently due to what was written on their cards. The activity connects to the treatment of people and violations of human rights. 

11. Host a debate The first group will be the United States government.  They will be debating on behalf of the United States government and their treatment of the prisoners at war. They will need to be able to justify why they feel that the way the U.S. government treatment of the prisoners are fair.  Group Two will represent the United Nation and the Declaration of Human Rights.  They will argue on behalf of the prisoners.  

Discussion:

1. Ask the students: if you were the President of the United States, what would you do with people who you thought were a threat to the safety of your country?  How would you change what is happening at Guantanamo Bay?

2. What are human rights?  Who has human rights?

3. What protects us in the United States from someone violating our human rights?

4. Can anyone take away your human rights? Why?

5. How would you feel if your human rights were taken away? Why?
PAGE 7

Beyond Turkey: the Truth Behind Thanksgiving

Resources:

Rethinking Columbus (part of Rethinking Schools/Classrooms) http://www.rethinkingschools.org/publication/columbus/columbus.shtml

Encounter, by Jane Yolen; picture book: an Indian boy recounts the landing of Columbus and his men

Discussion questions/activities:

1. Jim Loewen, author of Lies My Teacher Told Me and, most recently, Lies My Teacher Told Me About Christopher Columbus, writes, 

"Authors lie on purpose.  We know that because they tell us their intention in writing their textbooks.  The teachers' edition of The American Way states: 'It is the goal of this book that its readers will understand America, be proud of it's strengths, be pleased in its determination to improve, and welcome the opportunity to join us as active citizens.' That's very interesting.  This textbook’s author wants us to be proud of, and pleased with, America.  It follows that she isn’t very likely to pay reasonable attention to any bad things in U.S. history.”

Based on what you know about Thanksgiving and on what you just read in IndyKids, do you think it is okay for textbook authors to lie about history and leave out the “bad parts” as long as those lies make students proud of their country?  Why or why not?

2. The term Eurocentric means “centered or focused on Europe or white European peoples, especially in relation to historical or cultural influence.”  Do you think that the way American history is taught in this country is Eurocentric?  What are some problems that could come from learning only a Eurocentric version of American history?   

3. The article you just read explains that while the first Thanksgiving was celebrated to thank Native Americans, Thanksgivings after that were celebrated for other reasons.  Do you think our reasons for celebrating Thanksgiving today are they same as they were in 1641 or 1863?  Why do you think we celebrate Thanksgiving now?  Do you think that it is still ok to celebrate Thanksgiving now that you know its real history?

4. Based on your own additional research on Thanksgiving, write a children’s book that explains the real story and history of the holiday.  Make it interesting and accurate, but be sure to remember the audience you are writing for!

5. Be a detective!  Choose another “story” from your history textbook.  It could be on anything – Christopher Columbus’ arrival in the “New World”, the end of slavery and the signing of the Emancipation Proclamation, the start of World War II, or anything else that interests you – and investigate it.  Who is missing from the story?  Are the facts and details accurate?  Are there any “bad parts” missing from the story?  Rewrite this “story” to make it accurate and interesting.  Then, submit your new version to the author.  (You can easily write to an author through his or her publisher, whose address is listed in the front of the book!)

War Games

Resource:

The New York Collective of Radical Educators Curriculum: Camouflaged: Investigating How the U.S. Military Affects You and Your Community

http://www.nycore.org/camouflaged.html

Activities: 

1. (Grades 4-5) Brainstorm with students different games people play (Double-dutch, hand games ‘Ms. Mary Mac’, Monopoly, Chess, etc.) Have them work individually to write about the differences between these games and war-inspired video games. 

2. (Grades 6-8) Discuss with students political cartoons. Show examples. Individually or in small groups, have students create their own political cartoon based on the article.

3. (All Grades) As a journal entry or Do Now, ask students to write how they feel when/if they play military-influenced video games and what they think the difference is between the game and reality. If they haven’t, ask what do they think the experience would be like.
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Your Own Dixie Dog Puppet

Resource:

The Puppetry Arts Theatre (New York City); (718)768-3703; info@puppetryarts.org 

The Puppetry Arts Theatre focuses on art programs and performances to those of low-income households, disabilities and abuse, and has an especially strong relationship with schools and community out reach organizations. 

***

Submit letters and articles to IndyKids!

IndyKids is looking for student letters (can be on any topic) and articles to publish.  We are also looking for short bilingual essays (essays written in the student’s first language and translated into English).

Teachers Unite: Sunday Teacher Motivators (New York City): weekly sessions for teachers to drop-in, plan lessons, grade student work, and network with other progressive educators.
www.teachersunite.net

Thank you to Serena Acton, Victoria Berger, Astride Dagene, Elizabeth DiBlasi, Lindsay Harwood, Jessica Lipschultz, Michaela O’Neill Daniel, Arielle Schachner, Tanya Thurman and Dimple Vakharia for providing the contents of this teachers guide.
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